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Dominating the field
The Red Sea is washing over all opponents, while the Alt Stars are emerging as a team of destiny; not 
meant to play in the event, they were thrown together and have been unbeatable since, defeating the 
Red Sea in the second match yesterday.

Both teams have already qualified with more than 20 VPs to 5th place, Pepsi can qualify if they get 4 
VPs, and Tiramisu and Tiramisu, Donner and Edmonds have to fight for the last spot. 

It is rarely seen in the Alt events that two teams have qualified before the last match. We are looking 
forward to today's semis.
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Important Notice 
All players should enter BBO 10
minutes before their match starts at
the latest. Tournament director Denis 
Dobrin is waiting for you and will
instruct you where to sit.
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THE ALT 
MIXED TEAMS

JUNE 1 - 5, 2020

Today’s Schedule R. 7 & Semis
Thursday June 4  Thursday June 4 
10.00 EDT/16.00 CET  14.30 EDT/20.30 CET

 Red Sea - Tiramisu  Semifinals 
 Alt Stars - Pepsi  
 Koeppel - Donner   
 Parker - Edmonds 

http://bridge24.pl
http://www.netbridge.online/
http://bid72.com/
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Are you Sitting Comfortably?

It was lucky that I took my seat right 
from the start of the encounter between 
Edmonds and Tiramisu, as it was not a 
match in which big swings played a major 
part. The opening deal had points of inte-
rest:

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.

  ♠ 8 4
  ♥ 9
  ♦ A Q 7 6 5 4
  ♣ 7 6 4 2
♠ A J 9 2   ♠ 7 5
♥ K J 8 5 4   ♥ Q 2
♦ 8 3 2   ♦ K J 9
♣ A    ♣ K Q J 8 5 3
  ♠ K Q 10 6 3
  ♥ A 10 7 6 3
  ♦ 10
  ♣ 10 9

Open Room
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Franceschetti Wooldridge Setton Edmonds

— 2♦* 3♣ Dble

All Pass

2♦ Weak

What do you make of South's double? 
It was not alerted, so we must assume 
it was for penalties, although I have my 
doubts.
South led the ♦10 and North won with the 
ace and switched to the ♥9, South win-
ning and returning the ♥3. North ruffed 
and returned the ♦4 and South ruffed and 
switched to the ♠K, ensuring one more 
trick for the defence, one down, -100.

If North returns a diamond at trick two - 
let's say the seven, South ruffs and should 
be able to find the play of cashing the ♥A 
followed by another heart. North ruffs and 
plays a diamond and now the ♠K leads to 
two down. As long as you are confident 
partner will not imagine you have spade 
void, returning the ♦Q is perhaps the clea-
rest card to play at trick two.

Closed Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Klukowski Zochowska Zmuda Lorenzini

— Pass 2♣* 2♠

Dble* Pass 3♣ Pass
3NT All Pass

2♣ Precision, 11-14
Dble Takeout

North led the ♠8 and declarer took South's 
queen with the ace, unblocked the ♣A and 
played a heart for the nine, queen and ace. 
South returned the ♥3 and declarer put 
up the king and played a diamond. North, 
who had discarded a diamond on the 
second heart put up the ace and played a 
spade, South winning and exiting with a 
club, which meant the defenders scored a 
diamond at the end, +400 and 11 IMPs.

In passing I'll mention that if EW defend 
a spade contract and West starts with 
the ♣A the best follow up is to play two 
rounds of spades, which is perhaps easier 
to see after the event.

By Mark Horton



Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the 
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will 
go through

The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finis-
hed. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.

Link to results

Alt Mixed Results

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

Results / Ranking

RR5 IMPs VPs

RED SEA KOEPPEL 55 12 17.90 2.10

PARKER ALT STARS 17 56 2.56 17.44

EDMONDS TIRAMISU 38 25 13.20 6.80

DONNER PEPSI 40 46 8.41 11.59

RR6

RED SEA ALT STARS 13 21 7.93 12.07

KOEPPEL TIRAMISU 14 65 1.27 18.73

PARKER PEPSI 21 41 5.42 14.58

EDMONDS DONNER 41 57 6.19 13.81

After 
Round 6

VPs

1 RED SEA 84.32

2 ALT STARS 77.81

3 PEPSI 73.55

4 TIRAMISU 63.77

5 DONNER 57.22

6 EDMONDS 55.11

7 PARKER 36.96

8 KOEPPEL 31.26
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Follow us on Facebook 
Click the link

http://bridgeresults.org/o/2020_alt_mixed_2/2020_alt_mixed_2r.asp
https://www.netbridge.online/Alt-Mix/
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607


Swing Hand
By Toine van Hoof

The most swingy hand of this second Alt 
Mixed Teams until now was board 10 in 
round 2. No less than 52 IMPs changed 
hands in the four matches.

Dealer East. All Vul.

  ♠ A Q J 9 6 2
  ♥ 6
  ♦ 9 8 3 2
  ♣ Q 9
♠ –    ♠ K 8 5
♥ 8 7 5 4 3   ♥ K 10
♦ K Q J 10   ♦ A 7 5 4
♣ K 8 3 2   ♣ A J 7 6
  ♠ 10 7 4 3
  ♥ A Q J 9 2
  ♦ 6
  ♣ 10 5 4

At most tables the bidding began like this:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

– – 1NT Pass

2♦* 2♠ Pass ?

Three South players passed, two bid 3♠ 
and one 4♠. 
Let’s see how that all worked out.

Red Sea-Donner

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Larsson Birman Helgemo Birman

– – 1NT Pass

2♦ 2♠ Pass Pass
3♠* Pass 3NT 4♠
Pass Pass Dbl All Pass
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Daniela Birman did not raise 2♠ but when 
EW bid 3NT she came to life with 4♠. Geir 
Helgemo went for blood by leading the 
♥K and must have been devastated by 
the sight of dummy. David Birman swiftly 
discarded two clubs. Helgemo could ruff 
the third heart but the ♦A and the ♠K 
were the only further tricks the defence 
could take: +790 to Red Sea.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Janiszewski C. Rimstedt Baldysz Donner

– – 1NT Pass

2♦ 2♠ Pass 3♠
4♣ Pass 4♥ Dbl
Pass Pass 5♣ All Pass

Gary Donner did raise 2♠ but could not 
resist doubling 4♥. Cathy Baldysz did 
well to run to 5♣. After the lead of the ♥6 
Janiszewski managed to take ten tricks: 
minus 100 and 12 IMPs to Red Sea.

John Hurd
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Pepsi-Edmonds

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hurd Gromov S. Rimstedt Gulevich

– – 1NT Pass

2♦ 2♠ Pass Pass
3♦ Pass 3♠ Pass
4♣ Pass 4♥ All Pass

Anna Gulevich kept quiet all the time. She 
led a spade against 4♥. Declarer ruffed and 
played a heart to the king, which resulted 
in five undertricks: +500 to Pepsi. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kazmucha Wooldridge Filipowicz Edmonds

– – 1NT1 Pass

2♦ 2♠ Pass Pass
3♠2 Pass 3NT All Pass

1. 14-16   2. asking for a stop

Jodi Edmonds also kept quiet and led the 
♠3 against 3NT. The contract goes down 
if North takes the ♠A and switches to a 
heart (even two down because declarer 
pitched a heart from dummy). Alas, Joel 
Wooldridge inserted the ♠J and Dominic 
Filipowicz had nine tricks when the ♣Q 
behaved: +600 and 15 imps to Pepsi.

Tiramisu-Parker

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Lund Madsen Franceschetti Bilde Setton

– – 1♣ Pass

1♦ 3♠ Pass 4♠
Dbl All Pass

Here East had to open 1#C and Christina 
Lund Madsen preferred to show her good 
four card diamonds over her lousy five 
card heart suit. Pierre Franceschetti took 
no half measures and overcalled 3♠, raised 
to 4♠ by Hilda Setton, which was doubled 
by West. 

For Dennis Bilde leading the ♥K was no 
longer an option. After ♦A he switched to 
a small club for one down: +200 to Parker. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Baroni A. Grossack Bessis Parker

– – 1NT Pass

2♦ 2♠ Pass 3♠
Dble All Pass

When Christina Parker raised 2♠ to 3♠ 
Irene Baroni doubled for take out. Thomas 
Bessis must have considered to bid 3NT 
but decided to pass, expecting to take at 
least two heart tricks, ♠K and two aces. He 
consequently led the ♥K, allowing Adam 
Grossack to discard his club losers. 

Adam Grossack



Bessis ruffed the third heart and despera-
tely returned the ♠8, hoping his partner 
had the ♠A: plus 1130 and 16 imps to 
Parker. As it was, the extra overtrick only 
cost one IMP.

Alt Stars-Koeppel

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Z. Grossack I. Grönkvist Koeppel M. Grönkvist

– – 1NT 2♣*

3NT 4♠ Pass Pass
Dbl All Pass
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  Click on the image below and 
watch a promotion video for 

bridge funded by the WBF and 
Bridge: A MindSport for All 

Mikael Grönkvist had no qualms about 
violating Mel’s Rule of 8 and overcalled 
2#C, showing the majors (If the number of 
cards in your two longest suits minus your 
losing trick count equals 2 or more…and 
you have at least 6 HCP…intrude!). 
His sister Ida had an easy 4♠ bid after Zack 
Grossack’s 3NT. 
Against 4♠ doubled Lynne Koeppel found 
the remarkable but effective lead of the 
♣7: plus 200 for Koeppel.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

J. Jansma Grue A. Jansma Tebha

– – 1NT Pass

2♦ 2♠ Pass 4♠
4NT* Pass 5♣ All Pass

Jan Jansma did not venture a take out 
double when Joe Grue agressively raised to 
4♠. Aida went two off in 5♣, another +200 
and 9 imps to Koeppel.

Lynne Koeppel

The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
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and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the
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The 5-Level Belongs To?   
          By Martin Cantor

We all know who is supposed to own the 
five level, and in the round 5 match bet-
ween Edmonds and Tiramisu the truth of 
the old saying was put to the test:

Board 3. S / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

8
T 8 7 3
K Q 6
K Q 8 6 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

A K J 4 2  
Q 9  
A T 9 5 3  
A  

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q T 9 7 5
2
J 8 7 2
T 9 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

6 3
A K J 6 5 4
4
J 7 3 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Franceschetti Wooldridge Setton Edmonds

— — — 2♥*

2♠ 4♥ 4♠ Pass
Pass 5♥ Pass Pass
5♠ All Pass

2♥ preempt

Franceschetti faced a difficult decision 
at his second turn. He looks to have fair 
defence against 5♥, and not much chance 
of it making overtricks, but he has fair 
offence too. Although she didn’t alert it, 
maybe he thought that Setton’s pass was 
forcing, and therefore inviting him to bid 
on. Or maybe he decided that the compen-
sation from defense would not be enough 

for a vulnerable game. Either way, he took 
the push, and after a heart lead, and with 
both diamond honours offside, he was a 
slightly unlucky one down. 

A different auction at the other table pre-
sented Klukowski in the West seat with 
the same decision:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Klukowski Zochowska Zmuda Lorenzini

— — — Pass

1♣* Pass 1♦* 1♥
2♥* 4♣* 4♠ 5♥
Dble All Pass

1♣ Polish, weak NT or ♣s 15+ or any 18+
1♦ 0-6 or 7-11 unbalanced no major
2♥ 18+ ♠ & minor
4♣ ♥ & ♣

Having decided to defend, he led his sing-
leton ace of clubs, his partner playing 
the 9, and now he had another decision 
to make. He could cash his two aces for a 
pretty certain minus 1 and +100, maybe 
+300 if partner could conjure up another 
trick. 
Or he could hope to find partner with the 
♠Q to put her in to give him his club ruff 
for +300 (or just possibly 500). Impossible 
to know what influenced him - possibly 
seeking security against 620 in the other 
room, possibly a touching faith in his 
partner (I’d have dropped the 10 not the 
9) - in the end he continued the ♠2 and got 
his 300 and gained 9 IMPs. 
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A few boards later the five level struck 
again, but would the saying still hold true?

Board 8. W / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

—
Q 7 4
K T 9 7 4 3 2
A J 8

♠
♥
♦
♣

A J 7 5  
A K T 9 6 2  
8  
6 4  

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K Q 8 4 2
J 8 3
Q 5
K T 9

♠
♥
♦
♣

T 9 6 3
5
A J 6
Q 7 5 3 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Franceschetti Wooldridge Setton Edmonds

1♥ 2♦ 3♦ Pass

4♥ All Pass

A simple auction (for once, you might say), 
and a straightforward contract, losing a 
diamond, a trump and a club. Incidentally, 
4♠ is cold by either hand, while 4♥ by East 
(OK, unlikely) can go off on spade ruffs. 
The other table did get to the cold 4♠, but 
weren’t left there:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Klukowski Zochowska Zmuda Lorenzini

1♥ 2♦ Dble 3♦

4♠ 5♦ Dble All Pass
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This auction was pretty simple too, but 
here East’s double allowed Lorenzini to 
throw in a cheap simple raise of his part-
ner’s overcall. That was enough for her to 
take the “sacrifice” over the making 4♠. 

One of those exceptionally nice sacrifices 
that turn out cold. A heart lead was fol-
lowed by a trump, then another trump. 
Then the ace and jack of clubs, taken by 
the king, and a claim when West followed. 

550 + 420 equates to 14 IMPs, more than 
half of Tiramisu’s match score of 25-38. 
Despite the saying, this time the five level 
belonged to us.

Justyna Zmuda



Victim of the Day
Joe Grue

by Christina Lund Madsen

How has your life been during corona?

- A little monotonous, but buying a bike 
and riding in an empty NYC to central park 
most days has been a lot of fun. 

What is your favourite bridge memory?

- Obviously I could say winning a big 
event. But I would go back to the junior 
days. A combo between some of the junior 
camps, and also some of the Junior World 
Championships I competed in. Friendships 
that have lasted to this day. 

What would you have been if not a bridge 
player?

- I have no idea, I'm sure not a day trader 
like I actually thought I would be when 
moving to NYC.  I'm sure something inte-
resting would have gotten my attention if 
bridge never got me. 

Since we love our to hear about the lives of 
our former convicts, you will get the same 
questions as Helgemo. ☺
How would you describe corona lockdown 
compared to being in jail?

- It's funny because I've told my friends 
who are sad during this lockdown two 
things lately:

1: Is how lucky we are that we were not 
born in the 1700's or 1800's. 

2: How much better it is to be locked at 
home than in jail.  It wasn't that bad being 
in jail, but being locked down at home I 
can order fod, watch TV,  ride a bike , go to 
Starbucks, walk in nyc for hours on end. 
That's some version of freedom right there.
 
What is the funniest thing you experienced 
while you were locked up?

- Learning how to play spades and domi-
nating the inmates and the guards. I had 
more Ramen noodle than I knew what to 
do with.  Food was currency essentially.

What was the worst part about being in 
jail?

- Loss of freedom,  no doubt about that…

- 10 -



How would you describe your inmates com-
pared to bridge players?

- Similar eating habits, very sloppy in 
general. Also plenty of people asking me 
stupid questions just like in the bridge 
world. ☺
 
Did you make any new friends you are still 
in contact with?

- None that I'm still in contact with.

Now for Simon de Wijs’ question for you:
Who is/was the love of your life and why let 
her get away?

- First of all why is this  limited to a her? ☺ 
Well, this is simple for me, I'm not gonna 
answer anyone who plays bridge even if 
that's the correct answer. Can't be having 
them read their name in a bridge article. 
So I'm gonna say Yuumi. Well, she got 
away by turning running as fast as she 
could. I'm not that fast, couldn't keep up.
 
By which three words would your mother 
describe you?

- Honest, argumentative, kind. 
Not necessarily in that order.

If you could give your 15 years younger self 
an advice, what would it be? 

- Practice a little more moderation with 
everything you do in life.
 
Who would you like to partner, kiss, kill 
among Sally Brock, Anam Tebha and Signe 
Buus Thomsen? 

- Well everyone wants to kill their actual 
partner, so sorry Anam, you're not gonna 
survive this!
Don't know Sally that well, so I will say I 
will partner her. 
And who doesn't wanna kiss a crazy Dane?

Who from the Alt Mixed Teams should be 
the next victim in the bulletin? 
Tell us something you would like to know 
about this person.

Irene Baroni. How do you feel about bridge 
compared to poker and what is Thomas' 
most annoying habit?

- 11 -

Despite winning the Ber-
muda Bowl in 2017 in Lyon, 
Joe's best bridge memories 

are of his junior years.
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Teams / Players / Nicknames

Red Sea
David Birman   davidb
Daniela Birman   danniella
Lilo Poplilov    lilop
Matilda Poplilov   tida
Cathy Baldysz   cathmark
Przemek Janiszewski Janisz1979
Igor Grzejdziak   IgorG
Sabina Grzejdziak   SabinaG

Alt Stars
Camilla Krefeld  Camse2
Johan Hammelev Johse61
Helle Rasmussen  helle_r 
Jan Pedersen   gobochamp
Jens Ove Henneberg Joh1
Marlene Henneberg  Makir 
Aida Jansma   AIDA_MK_NL
Jan Jansma  Jan_Jansma 

Tiramisu
Thomas Bessis   malpaluche
Irene Baroni     princi
Cedric Lorenzini    pierced
Hilda Setton     explumber
Pierre Franceschetti   gewd
Joanna Zochowska   poetka

Pepsi
Andrei Gromov Agromov017
Anna Gulevich   Katt
Danuta Kazmucha  dana_5
Dominic Filipowicz consus88
Jacek Pszczola   pikolo
May Sakr  mayyou

Parker
Adam Grossack  nevereast
Christina L. Madsen   christinas
Christina Parker  Cmp56
Dennis Bilde   Ballebo-jr
Meike Wortel   meikever
Simon de Wijs   sm1
Stewart Rubenstein  Stewr

Koeppel
Anam Tebha     anamtebha
Joe Grue     joegrue
Signe Buus Thomsen Thomsen
Zach Grossack    germs345
Lynne Koeppel   lgkoeppel
Thomas Paske   Thomas1000
Sally Brock    Saralindaj
Peter Jepsen    P_Jepsen

Edmonds
Jodi Edmonds  jodewagon
Joel Wooldridge firechief
Judi Radin   Judi R
Sandra Rimstedt  Sandria
John Hurd   johnhurd
Justyna Zmuda  juustyna 
Michal Klukowski  skrzat96 

Donner
Geir Helgemo    micelle45
Cecilia Rimstedt    Cillar
Marion Michielsen   Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin    pocken
Jessica Larsson    jela79
Gary Donner     Gdonnersc1

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
Even if the Alt Mixed Teams is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still kibitz any team you 
like. You simply search for your favourite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Cecilia 
Rimstedt "Cillar", click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral.  Any time you see her online, 
you can click on her and take a seat at her table (assuming the tournament allows it). 

See you on BBO! 



F E S T I V A L

26   th  R E D S E A
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

N OV E M B E R  5 - 15 ,  2 2 0  E I L AT  -  I S R A E L

RED SEA INTERNATIONAL
BRIDGE FESTIVAL
TOURNAMENT PROGRAM
Royal Beach Eilat Hotel, November 5-15, 2020

November 5, 6  Mixed Pairs
November 7  T.B. Pairs
November 8  National Simultaneous
November 9, 10  IMP Pairs
November 11, 12, 13  Open Pairs
November 14  Teams

For information and registration: The Organizing Committee
David Birman, Tel: 972-3-6058355, Email: birmand@inter.net.il
Alon Birman, Tel: 972-50-6698655, Email: alonbirman@hotmail.com

www.bridgeredsea.com     

  Feels Like Isrotel.

Participants from all over the world, 
including European and World champions
Total prize money in excess of Euro 30,000
Special Tournament Tourist Packages
from Euro 30 per day per person.
Social Events every day.
Perfect Weather - 25°C
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How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 



1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

